Understanding the dynamics of illness and help-seeking: event-structure analysis and a Cambodian-American narrative of "spirit invasion".
Event structure analysis (ESA) and its computer analog, ETHNO, represent a class of relatively new methodological approaches that make it possible to capture the complexity of help-seeking interactions. Using narrative data from a study of Cambodian-American help-seeking interactions within a circumscribed illness episode, this paper demonstrates the feasibility of using ESA/ETHNO to illuminate how event sequence, operant illness beliefs, structural conditions, and human agency interpenetrate and shape the occurrence and timing of pivotal actions and the denouement of a help-seeking episode.